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1. The  story ...

4

A t the beginning of the   
 20th century, all of     
   the island of Ireland 
was governed by Britain.

Today the country is divided 
into two parts:

 
Northern Ireland is still ruled 
by Britain

and

The Republic of Ireland is 
independent.

The dividing of Ireland into 
two states was known as 
partition. This book tells the 
story of how partition came 
about in 1921.

Key Words: Independent, partition. 

This is what a map of Ireland looked 
like in 1900. There were no borders 
and the whole island was ruled by 
Britain.

This is what a map of Ireland 
looks like today. The green bit is 
the Republic of Ireland and it is 
independent. The red bit is Northern 
Ireland and it is ruled by Britain.



2.  What is a nation?
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Today we live in a world which is divided 
into lots of different countries or   
nations. 

Some countries are large like China and the 
USA. 

Others are quite small, like Belgium and 
Denmark.

 Look at the map on this page. 

Notice how small Ireland is compared to the 
USA and Australia.

Key Word: nation.

Work
sheet 1

China

India

Australia

USA France
Ireland
Belgium

Spain

Denmark

Egypt
Italy



3.  Symbols of a nation
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Key Words:  emblem, international. 

Today we use the word nation to 
describe a country. 

But what are the things 
which make one nation different from 
another?

Flags
Every nation 

has a flag. These 
are flown over 
buildings and 
on international 
occasions such as 
football 
matches.

Languages
Usually the people 

in a nation speak 
the same language. 
For example, most of 
the people in France 
speak French. In 
some nations there is 
more than  
one  
language.

Dress
Many countries 

have a national 
costume or dress 
which is 
known to 
be part 
of that 
nation.

Emblems
People who 

belong to a nation 
are usually happy 
to be part of that 
nation and they 
wear emblems 
to connect them 
with the 
nation.

Sport
Some countries 

have sports which 
are popular with 
their people. 

They are called 
national sports.

Can you think of 
any?

Work
sheet 2



4.  The British Empire
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For 300 years 
British 
traders, 

adventurers and 
politicians took 
over areas of land 
around the world.

This came to be 
called The British 
Empire.

In 1897 Queen 
Victoria celebrated 
her Diamond 
Jubilee. The 
picture on the right 
shows an invitation 
card to a dance in 
London to celebrate 
this Jubilee.

Key Words: Diamond Jubilee, empire. 

 
The card above shows some of the glories   
of the Empire. Make a list of them.

 Who do you think the people in the middle of  
 the picture represent?
!



All the red areas on  
 this map are  places    
    Britain ruled in 

the early 1900s. This was 
the British Empire. 

The King or Queen of 
England was head of all 
these countries. 

At the end of the last 
century, Ireland was part 
of this Empire and was 
ruled by Britain.

Britain celebrated the 
glories of an Empire on 
which  “the sun never 
set”.

5.  Ireland and the British Empire
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  1 Using this map and an atlas, can you name some  
  of the largest countries in the British Empire?

 2 Can you name some of the smallest countries   
  in the British Empire?

  3 Why do you think that people said that    
  the sun never set on the British Empire? 

?

Countries ruled by Britain



6.  Living in Ireland
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In the 19th century 
most people earned 
their money from 

the land. Not very many 
people actually owned the 
land they farmed. Most 
farms were part of huge 
estates which were owned 
by one family.

Farmers paid money to 
the owner. This money was 
called the rent and the 

owner of the land was called the landlord. People 
who paid rent were called tenants.

If the farmers didn’t pay their rent, they could be 
evicted (thrown out) from their farm.

The landlord and his family lived off the rents of his 
tenants. Some landlords lived in England instead of 
actually living on their Irish estates. These landlords 
became known as absentee landlords. They were 
not popular with their Irish tenants.

Key Words: landlord, tenant, absentee, rent, estate.

  
Match these words to the right meaning:

Landlord Money paid for use of land

Tenant Person who owned land

Estate Irish landowner who lived in   
  England instead of Ireland

Rent  Large area of land

Absentee Person who paid rent to a   
  landowner for farmland.

!

The picture 
on the left is 
of a tenant 
farmer. The 
picture on 
the right 
shows a 
landlord.


